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Charles Barron said. The 200 Lin-
wood St. school was soon
swarmed by cops. "It looked like
a movie," said Arnold Vegas, 43,
who lives across the street.

Carlos Rus, 11, one of almost
.1,000 Sfirdents enrolled at P.S.
108, recalled hearing a scream
come over ttre school's PA. svs-
tem. Then the prineipal made in
announcement asking students
and teachers to enter their class-
rooms, lock their doors and wait
for police. "Everybody in m5r class
was crying," Rus said.

After evacuating students and
teachers, police apprehended
Austin as he hid in a batlroom on

A school safety officer hotds a child.

the third floor of the school, City
Councilman Charles Barron said.
A selfdescribed "archcritic" of
police, Barron said: "They did a
geat job this time." Iouis Perez,

38, owner of the house Austin had
had attempted to rob, offered sim-
ilar praise. "The cops did a great
job here, they were right on time."

Perez said his brother. Richard
Perez, 32, encountered Alstin in
his home on Fulton Street. "He

saw my brother, my brother saw
him and my brother ran," Perez
said. Austin quickly fled - but
cops were in hot pursuit after a
911 call, police said.

Though the day ended without
tragedy, Perez expressed frustra-
tion with the lack of safety in the
neighborhood. "For this io hap
pen at 3 o'clock in the afternoon
is ridiculous."

o
I
, ,,a-l,,,

I SPEilCER SCOTT
br?'s,3metro.us

Fedoga botdred robberya
l6ked gunman ran in to Brook-
fn elementary xhool yesterday
Itemoon, leading to a panicked
lsration of students and teach-
!r5. tut the tense standoff ended
lith the gunmanin crstodyand
F stud€nts or teachers iniured.

!6!rr'in Austin, 32, pointed a
fuded gun at his own head to de
rr pnlice in pursuit before back-
n.' into Public School 108 in East
[err'\brk, police and Councilman
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Drunk-driving awarenets New Yorkers whose lives have been touched by drunk driving are welcome at the City Council Committee
Room, at City Hatl near Broadway and Murray Street, at rr a.m. today for a hearing on naming Aug.z4 "DUl Awareness Day." The initiative

was started last year by Ferrari Driving School, which he]d a similar event foltowing a spate of cetebrity drunk-driving busts. narrno

scares the'l
Ihe city Heatth Departrient
confi rmed yesterday that
seven NewYorkers have
fallen ill vftt salmonella
infectiong d&e to contami-
nated rawtomatoes,
spreading the outbreak
that has afhcted near$ 3m
across the country and sent
rnore than 40 to hospital.

But that hasn't dampened
Gotham's appetite for the
big red berries.

The city advised the pub-
iic to stayawayfrorn certain
raw plum, Roma and red
round tomatoes gtown in a
handfirl ofU.S. and Mexican
states, which the federal

Treuble spet$
Stetes end tcrritories tr#T o*
the Fft&'$ {ist e{ regiens 6ee
$eEmer**{la-gree tssmat*esi

,Arizona
.., Ftorida (selected counties)
::  ldaho
, Montana

,,. Nevada
.,North Dakota
,r Oregon
, Rhode tsland
::' South Dakota
,'' Wyoming
rr'Washington, D.C.
:,: Puerto Rico

Food and Drug Administra-
tion has fingered as the pos-
sible sources of the out-
break that began in April

"Certain people are sus-

tm-
the
Dr.

ffiffiffi
The vatue of Florida-grcwn
tomatoes that growert'
groups say wiH rot because of
the salmonella outbreak.

3ry*E Theconfirmed
e F f number of Salmo-
nella sicknesses cases caused
by contaminated tovnatoes a{-
cording ta the FDA.

& 4 ez*?e Thevalue
3 &, &ffiW of all toma-
toes gro!$n in the U.5. in 2oo7.

Sharon Balter said-
Ralphel Abrahante, exec-

utive chef at swanlqy Ttibeca
restaurant Thalassa, said his
customers worried about

his tomatoheavy Greek
fare. But Abrahante assured
diners his tomatoes are onlv
from NewYork, a safe state.
'If a customer wants paper-
work to know where tJrat
tomato comes from. I'm
glad to give it to them."

Business was brisk for
Mahdi Monocco, 28, frorr
Jersey Crty, who sells toma-
toladen gyros in the Finan-
cial District. Morocco said
his food cart garnished its
fare with the same toma-
toes as before the outbreak
"Some people won't accept
tomatoes," he said, "but

business hasn't changed."
Customer Patrick Smith.

40, said he's not worried.
but still passed on the toma
toes. "I don't like them," be
said. "Too much acid."
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